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How to build a
custom Cuda
with barely any
’Cuda parts.

By Jim Koscs

Phatos by Ball Ercman

ack in the day, when you bought

oni of those plastic 1/24

scale modss, you'd often get

thea choice of buliding it three
differant ways —“stock,” "custom” or
“race.” And with an imagination fueled by
witywiard glue and paint fumes, you might
OVEN mix pans 10 come up with your own
version,

It's kind of like the real car hobby, where

today you can even buy & brand-new,
macs-in-China bodyshell for a first-gen-

aration Camaro—not that you'd want
one, unless you'va inhaled too many glue
fumas. Eventually, we expoct Mopar E-
bodiag, too, For now, if you want to build
A 'Cudi according fo your awn vislon, you
have 1o start with an original —or al least
part of ona, the part that includes tha VIN
tag,

Kavin Bradley of Kreations in Rio Dell,
Calif. storted with a rusted hulk of a 1970
383 "Cuda to bulld Internet bigwig Tod
Hadlard's vision for a high-end custom
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BARELY 'CUDA

Leather interor is pure luxury. Dash is
spartan 2-pod design with added govges
hung under the dash. "Cuda packs the
performance o back up lis looks. Console
sports barracuda skeleton design (see
below right). Pistol-grip shifter is custom-
machined.

"‘Cuda. Bradiey proudly says Hellard's 'Cuda
contains only about seven pancent of |18
orginal body parts and none of its orginal
mechanical pans (ke Cher, after another
round of plastic surgeny.) That's why the car
is called “Barely 'Cuda.” Now tha barracuda
skelaton pamnt motil makes perlect sense (o
yod, ight? Na? No mona glue for you!

When the words "Cuda and custom ana
joined i the same sanience, the resulls are
often questionable. Not this time. Haldlard had
a big chackbook, and ﬂrl'lﬂl-:l'y' had soma big
ideas for spanding it. The resull s not only
stunning, but really tasteful. And really fast, in
atrasght ling or comam

Hadlard first approached Bradiey at the
Barrotl Jackson auction a coupls of years
ago, whan HemiCudas wana surpassing
the “true” classics like Duesenbems on the
block. With high-and rods and 1850s-type
customs altso bringng big bucks, Hallard
figured the timang was right to wake up the
big-dollar Hoemi collactors with a high-and
custom musclecar, And why not go for
the jugular with the mos! reversed of tham
all —a HemiCuda. The car would ba radical in
construction, but fairly restramned n design (if
you can imagine that)

It was a big vote of confidence for Bradley,
who had founded Kraations mn 2000 whan
ha was just 23. He's bwilt threa other cars
for Hellard, including a Pro Touring Mustang
that wasn't nearly os radical as the 'Cuda
Kreation's cars have won many awards
and have appeansd ot SEMA and Blackie
Gejsan's invitation-only auto show in Fresno

12 MOPAR ACTION




And certainky, 56, 10 0 lass
the highlight of radical degres,
Bradley's carear on Dodge's
50 far must be Chaflenger
this feature in Concept car.
Mopar Action That tnkes
And so the cang of the
workl bagan. one-g braking
“Baraly ‘Cuda” and handling.
has barety any Acceleration s
onginal metal, easy—just bolt in
But batora we a Hemi. Or, for
get to what you thal 21st-cen-
can sas, lot's go tury approach,
undernaath. This why not ry a
needed iobea blown 6,1-liter
21at eantury g- SAT Hami? MNaot
machine, maaning for this "Cuda.
it would be abla “Barely ‘Cuda®
10 QEnirEte one L — was going to
g of acceleration, Tl i k - showcasa the
one g in brak- Wheels are ane-off, Budnik 10-spokers, 18 up best of classic
ing and ane g wn front, 207 out back, muscle cubas
cormaring —and with the latest

one g lor the cost, muitiplied by 340. With
big-dollar budget, Bradley worked with An
Mormison Enterprises in File, Wash., which
sarved up one of their new Max G musclecar
chassis for the unibody "Cuda

Art Morrison rep Kevin Kosir told us that
his job is to convince customers that it's OK
10 cut up their precious musclecars to bring
thair handling up to modermn standands with
a new chassis. The resto-rod hobby has
progressed from beefing up stock suspen-
sion 1o replacing it with coil-over setups to
what would be like replacing your spine. As
you'd expect, the surgery is expensive and
challenging, but worth it for the intended
purposa.

The Art Morrison chassis is CAD-engl-
neersd, tha sama kind of computer engineer-
ing that goes into a new car. The suspension
uses Strange adjustable coil-overs at all
four wheeis—independent up frant and a
triangled 4-link in the back. Through-tha-
frame exhaust allows the car 1o be lower
than you'd dare with siock for a lower center
of gravity. Bradiey specifiad axtra side raiks to
support the body, which would be designed
to essentially wrap the chassis rather than
jumt sit on top of it

Steering is power-assist AGR rack-and-
pinion. Tha manual brakes are from Wilwood,
with huge 14-inch rotors and 8-piston
calipers up front and 13-inch rolors out back.
Raotor hats are chromed, Tha wheels ae
Budnik billat one-offs-108 x 8 inchas up frant
and 20 x 10 out back. Tha Toyo tires are rala-
tively narmow 225/35-18 up front and meaty
315/35-20 out back, and they do not rub tha
body anywhera, period. Bradley opened up
the wheel arches by an inch to help make
surs af that. On an ariginal E-body, tha car
looks like it's havenng over its too-small-for-
today wheels. A moden high-parformanca
deaign neads to look like the whoalwells are
trying to swallow them. It's a look you can

engine tech. Enter Mopar Engines West.
Started and run by lifelong Mopurist and
former software techie Richard Nedbal, MEW
cooks up an amazing concoction of classic
Hemi cubas with moadern fual inection and
ignition, basically what you'd find on a mod-
arn showroom modal.

The “Barely "Cuda” Hami started as a
Mopar 528-cube crate motor with aluminum
heads, and it keeps its Mopar intermnals. MEW
assembled a saquential fual injaction systam
using custom fusl rails, an MSD 1,000-cfm
throttis body, a standalone F.A.S.T. controi-
ler and Aeromotive components. Kreations
designed and bulll the air filter,

The MSD E-curve distributor is controllad
by an MS0 crank Irgger and fires-geol this-
an Acura coll-on-plug igniticn, with the coils
going through the Hami valve covers made
by Incly, Tha accessory drives ane from Billat
Specialties, The polishing credit goes to Tim
“The Shining™ Dalton from Riverbend, Calil.

Kraations fabbed the medium-length
headers, with 2-inch prmary tubes dump-
ing o 4-inch collectors (all coated by RS
Performance Coalings in San Francisca),
down inlo 3-inch mandrel-bent tubing and
the unigus “spin chamber® mulfles from
SpnTech. The axhaust exits out the back
through tips fabbed by Bradley

It all adds up to a smooth-idling, gor-
geous-sounding 625 horsepower (flywhael)
at 5,200 rpm and 850 |b.-it. of torgue at
4,000 rpm (484 horses at the rear whaals).
Thie drivetrain is fairfy straightforwand; a TGl
7127 hooked up to a Gaar Vendors overdrive
unit that works on all threa gears. Tha BEM
shifter sports a custom-machined handie
made 1o resembhe a Mopar pistol grip. The
rear s all by Strange, inside an axle housing
cut and made at Art Morrison. Final drive is
41

Please turn fo page 70







