Landy-built Herni
spaws oul over
600 horsos,
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RARE FINDS DEPT

Richard Petty’s 1971
NASCAR Plymouth
is alive and well

(in case you were
wondering)

By Jim Koscs

8 by TheBruntBros
e 1 aaphall supphed
Cal,. C Parks & Emironmant [CALDOR

he U.5. of A was founded on the

idea that monarchies weare

ridiculous, and that we would dia

before wa'd let a king tell us what
to do. Yal, over tha canturas, wea still
developad an odd cbsession with royalty.
And who doesn't love to swing back a
"King of Bears™ and listen to the "King of
Rock 'n’ Roll” after ail?

When it comes o good old Amerncan
MASCAR racing, there's just one king—
Richard Patty. So long and successiul has
thia Patty clan been in this spart that we call
it tha Patty Dynasty. Sea? Love that royalty
A Mopar racer for most of his career,
Richard Patty bacame a housahold word
even belore NASCAR became a housahold
sport, Onca NASCAR made it onto tha TV
screen, mora Amencans could probably tell
you who was driving the light blua STP-
sponsoned #43 car than could namea tha
ferst Amarican in space

As kings go, you couldn't ask for a more
humble one than Richard Patty, He always
pctad ke he was a servani of the fans—
never too busy to stop and sign an
autograph. And as far as autographs go, it's
tough to baat the one Patrick McKinnay got
from Petty =his signature on a letter
attesting to the authanticity of this 1971
Plymouth as a car tha King himself raced.

Considenng that Patty Enterprisas had
it | cars for the 1871 season, this
was quite the find. McKinney found it six
years ago while he and his brother Mike
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ALL THE KING'S HORSES

were saarching for parts to restors Boblby
Allison’s 1869 Charger Daytona stock car.
He bought some from & NASCAR oollactor
in Gastonia, MN.C., who also offerad to sell o
bunch of old Mopar NASCAR stulf,
including a 1877 Dodge Magnum, anothsr
chassis, and a 1971 Plymouth body. The
1971 body could come in handy, since |t
belonged on the Magnum's chassis. Patty
had raced it first as a Plymouth Sateliite,
and then switched 1o the Dodge Charger
mikdway into tha 1972 season,

Mckinney got the whole package for 35
grand. Then his brother, the craftsman of the
parinarship, got busy authenticating it and
then resioring il They sent a big book of
detalled photos and information to Richle
Barzr, who has baen with Pelty Entarprises
since 18970, longer than any fulltime
employes outside the Petty family. Barsz
recognized the car and showed tha
supporting infa to the king, who issuad a
proclamation that yes, this was indead his
car. About two weeks later, McKinnay got a
call from Peity’s secratary-saying they would
mail a latter of authenticity.

Tha car had anded its cameer with a
Magnum body, doing promo work for
sponsor ALJ. Reynolds and painted up In
thatl company’s red. Mckinnay says you
could still see some of tha original Patty

Rear end coolor mounts where rear seal would reside —if there was one.

Biue undamaeath, and the driver's seat still
has Petlys trademark paace sgn haadrest,
The second chassis Petty Enlerprises

built for 1971 was dona as a Charger for
Buddy Baker. Barsz and Patty both agreed
that this was definitaly not that car. The first
thing Barsz asked McKinney was [f tha floor
wis X-braced. McKinney said it wasn't,
Barsz asked, "Are you sura?” Mokinnay

confirmed theme was no X, and Barsz
explained that the Baker chassis was X'd
and Petty's Plymouth was not. Barsz, having
built the car in tha first place, was satishied
that it was the real daal

The car is featured in the book Cars of
The King, where, on page 81, you can &8 a
photo of Bobby Isaac’s Dodge smacking
into it. The collision dented he cars Goof,



From Body-in-White to Petty Blue

harp-ayed raders no doubt

noticed the reference 1o swapping

bodias in our Paetty Plymouth story,
How'd thay do that? That's a good
question, considering thalt Mopars ware
unibodies. For tha answer, wa want right
to the source, Richis Barsz, the King's car
buslder and the man responsible for the
car on these pages.

In the 1860 and up until 1873, Barsz
said that to build the Mopars they'd stan
with a body-in-whita from Chrysler, So
yes, the NASCAH racecars used bodies
that wers pretty much what you saw on a
showroom modal, But Barsz and his crow
did not start with a showroom vehicla,

A body-in-while is basically a hollow
car. Tha whola unibody is thers, but
there s No powertram, No winng, no
interior, @tc. To turn this ampty shell into a
chariot for King Richard, Barsz and his
i wolld bulld fixtures on 8 surface

than budld the front and rear sections
[suspension, atc.) of the structure on the
fix tuires.

With the structures mounted in the jig,
they'd install the body-in-white over them,
connecting tham by the rockers. Than
they'd go in and cut out the unibody
struciure to about three Inchea below the
windshield end back to the trunk, Afler
that, they'd build the olicage inside the
body, starting with the main hoop, then
hand hoop and then tha front legs. Barsz
said thare was never a sloppy rolibar fit in
tha King's cars. Today, you may see threa
inches batwoen the cage and sids panal,
Back then, Petty's cars had no more than
a hall-inch gap, and the cage fit ke a
glove 1o the roof.

Starting In 1873, Barsz said they made
the transition to the so-called “panel car®
construction mathod, whera the stock-
Iooking roof, fenders and quarters (based
on templates) would be attached right o

plate (which thay still have and usa today),

Richio Barsz

the same front and rear structures used
praviously. This is how NASCAR racers ans
builit today. The main difference Is, todays
NASCAR macers barely resembie anything
sean in a showroom,

Barsz said the quick way to tell a body-
n-white car from a panal car is to look at
tha headbar of thi caga, You'll Sea aithar
soma of the body-in-white structure
walded 1o the rollbar or, in a panel car, just
same sheatmetal attachad 1o the rool.

Patrick McKinney said that during the
restoration, thay pested away five layers of
rockar pareds, a sign of body swaps done
over the car's racing career, But Barsz said
that swapping bodies is just one reason
you might find all those layers.

According to Barsz, they'd move tha
rocker panels around for various rea-
sons —somatimes lor asrodynamics,
someatimes 1O move the nght in and left
out lo get more weight on the left side
(they were shooting for 56%: weaight on left
side). He sald it was not unusual to have
the right side rocker about six inches from
the frame and the left sida to be touching
the framea. Lead fillar was used on the left
sicla,

Another reason might ba repair work.
Barsz said Patty ran two cars for the 55-
race season—a short track car and a
suparspeactway car. Both took more of 8
beating than cars that ran a more imited
schedule of 20 races.

Spartan interor plays host fo ignition
slectronics mounted on floorboard.

and today thera is siill a dent in the rolicage
tubing in that spot.

The chassis, McKinney says, was in
excellent condition and all the NASCAR
parts ware intact. All the suspansion pieces
are stamped #43, and the fusl cell bladder
was dated June 1571, The adiator is

Driver's door is walded shut. Basic
gauges monitor the mill,

orginal and still has an original Petty
Enterprises sticker on it. During the
restoration, they pasied away five layers of
rocker pangs, a sign of all the bogdy swaps
done over the car's racing career.

Please tumn to page 84







